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TE whoſe Names are under- 
VV written, being ſincerely de- 
ſirous to pteſerve and propagate the 


Chriſtian Faith among our Brethren 


in Syria, Paleſtine, die and other 
_ Eaſtern Countries from whence We 
firſt received it; in which Parts 
| (being under the Turkiſ Dominion) 
the Uſe of Printing is not allowd ; 

and believing that the Prblitbig 
of the Nem Iſtament in Arabic“ is 


the moſt proper and effectual Means 


1 anſwering ſo good an End, have 
thought our ſelves obliged to en- 
courage an Impreſſion thereof; And 
therefore We do earneſtly recom- - 
mend it to che Clergy, and other 

Az we 


. 143 
well-diſpoſed Perſons in Our re- 


ON — n 


ſpective Dioceſes, to promote ſo 
uſeful and pious an Undertaking, 


— 
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Had Mr. Selin Negri, Meier if 
Damaſcus in Syria, dated March 28. | 
1720. To a Member of the Society 


at London for a. CET 
Knowledge. $i684 


81 A. 


Is you was pleaſed to 2 me to 
communicate my Thoughts con- 
cerning the Neceſſity and Uſe- 
fulneſs of a new Edition of the 
New Teſtament in Arabick, for 
the Uſe of the Eaſtern Churches, and to ſet 


3 down in Writing ſome of my Reaſons. on 


that Head, 1 have endeavoured to fatisfie 
. & EF 8 you 


— LS. 
you herein to the beſt of my Power, as 
far as the narrow Limits of a Letter would 
permit. — - 
_ Tarkn are ſexen e ch 
a clearly thew the Neceſſit of ſuch a | pious 
Unde taking. i 

Firſt, The Want of 2 Preſſes in 
the Eaſtern enn makes Books "ey. 


pe 


vernment =_ live ö and to 5 
the common Neceſſaries of Life; ſo that 
there are but very few in a Condition to 
buy B Books, for their Inſtruftion and ſpiritual 
 Improvent a. 


Secondly, The few Printed Copies ſtill ex- 


tant, ho of the whole New Teſtament, or 


of Part of it, are very hard to be got, wig ; 
thoſe alſo at a dear Rate. The Four Evan- 


gelifts Printed in Folio at Rome, Anno 1591. 
With a Latin Tranſlation interlined and Cuts, 
is the moſt beautiful Edition, as well as the 


moſt correct, but is ſo ſcarce, that it is fold 


at an exorbitant Price : An Edition of the 
whole Bible, Printed at Rome by Order of 
the Congregation de Propaganda Fide, in 3 
Vol. Folio, 1671. may be had indeed; but 


as it was made from the Vulgar Tranflation . 


by the Maronites, (a People little verſed in 


the true Knowledge of the Arabic ſ Language) 


all underſtanding Men among the Eaſtern 


Nations have rejected it; beſides, this Edi- 


tion is * only. among thoſe of the 
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Romiſh Communion, and. is therefore ſent 
by the Congregation from Rome, to their 
_ Miſſionaries in the Levant. The Edition of 


Erpenius, which takes in the whole New 
Teſtament, is not only very faulty, but 
ſuſpected not to have been Printed from a 
Copy generally approv'd; and as very few 
even of theſe were at firſt Printed, they 


are become very ſcarce. The beautiful Edi- 


tion of London, extant in the Polyglot Bible, 


cannot be of common Uſe, by Reaſon of the 
Bulk, and extraordinary Price. Several Parts 


of the New Teſtament have been Printed 


ſeparately in different Countries of foul 


but they can be of no great Uſe to t 


Eaſtern Nations, becauſe, beſides their being 


incompleat, very few Copies have reache 


them, except a {mall Number in the Hands 
of the Romiſh Miſſionaries. 


If we therefore conſider that the Conltls 


tution of the Country allows of no Printing, 


and that the neceſſitous and diſtreſſed Condi- 
tion of the Chriſtians does not permit them 
to purchaſe any Copies of thoſe Editions 


now extant, which are ſcarce, dear, too large, 


or otherwiſe faulty and inconvenient ; and 
the little Succeſs the two Editions at Rome 


have had, the firf, by Reaſon of the Cuts and 
Figures therein, which the Eaſtern Nations 


have an Averſion to; and the ſecond, by 


| Reaſon of the Badneſs of the Impreſſion; 


and the Meanneſs. of the Language, (being 
even indecent in ſome Places) it will abun- 
dantly appear, that there is a Neceſſity of an 
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Edition more exact and faithful, as well as 
more commodious in Reſpect of Size. 
Tu Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs of ſo. lauda- 
ble a Deſign will further appear, if we conſi- 
der the Language in which the Edition is 
propoſed to be publiſhed, the Extent of the 
Country in which it is ſpoke, and the many 
Nations and People who may by this Means 
have the Opportunity of Reading the Holy 
Scriptures, and thereby of reaping great Be- 
refit to their Souls. 133 
Ius Excellency of the Arabic Language 


5 


is undoubted, in what Light ſoever you will 


be pleaſed to conſider it: As this is the Lan- 
guage the Alcoran is writ in, it extends to all 
thoſe Countries where the Mahometan Religion 
zs profeſſed, and even beyond thoſe Countries, 
among many of the Heathen. It is the com- 


mon Language of the greateſt Part of Africa, 5 


of a conſiderable Part of Aſia; and in the 
Turkiſh Dominions, where it is not generally 
ſpoke, it is nevertheleſs taught in the Schools, 
and ſtudied by Men of Letters, as Latin is 
in Europe, where alſo it is read in ſeveral 
—:A. ĩð ß ĩðͤ2v pill No = 
Bor to fix ſome Limits for the Proſecution 
of this Deſign, which is chiefly intended for 
Poor Chriſtians deftitute of Books, neceſſary. 
for their ſpiritual Edification : + Il] only 
mention thoſe Countries where the greatett 
Number of Chriſtians are ſettled : namely, 
Paleſtine, Syria, Meſipotamia, Arabia, and Egypt. 
In all theſe Countries there are great Num- 
bers and Communities of Chriitians, to whom 
HE _ ſuch 


diſtinct Denominations of Chriſtians, though 
they celebrate their Liturgy in the Language 


commonly uſed by their reſpective Churches, 
yet they generally underſtand, ſpeak, and 


- 
. 
* * 


write Arabick. e So , 
Lou may eaſily judge by this, Six, how 
uſeful a better Edition of the Arabic New. 
Teſtament would be, eſpecially if it were 
accompanied with the Plalter, what happy 
Effects, by the Bleſſing of G OD, it might 
produce among thoſe ſeveral Nations, and. 
how readily it would be received by them. 
I ſhould now go on to give you my Thoughts 
as to the Execution of this Deſign, how it 
might be order'd in a manner that may anſwer. 
the pious Intention of thoſe, Who, out of a 

Chriſtian Zeal, would be willing to undertake 
and encourage this Work, and effectually pro- 
mote the ſpiritual Good of thoſe for whom 
it is intended; and likewiſe as to the Choice. 
of the Copy from which {ſuch a new Impreſſi- 
on may be made, the Characters and Letters, 
and Form of the Volume, and other Particu- 
lars relating to the Accomplihment there-. 
of: But I thought it would be Time enough 
to enter on a further detail of Particulars 
when you ſhall have acquainted me that it 


has 
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has pleaſed GOD to dif] as: your Society 
to. come. tO a Reſolution i in] Favour of ſo good 


an Undertaking _ © 


Sin me Leave only, for the pere = 


ſuggeſt, in a few Words, my Thoughts as to 


the Manner of ſecurely diſperſing the Copies 


among ſo many Nations, Which I think was 


ane of the Difficulties you ſtarted to me: The 
beſt Method, in my humble Opinion, would be, 
to reſerve part of the Edition in London, as 
ſhall be thought fit, and to ſend from Time to 


Time a Number of Copies bound, with a ſuit- 
able Recommendation, to the Engliſh Conſul at 


Aleppo, (which of all Cities is the beſt ſituated 


for this Purpoſe) who, with the Aſſiſtance of 


the Chaplain, might cafily order and regulate 
the diſperſing of them: The Chaplain will 
readily charge himſelf with a Commiſſion ſo 
agreeable to his own Character, and ſo chari- 


table, honourable, and glorious to the Britiſh 


Nation: He will be the more diſpoſed to un- 


dertake this Work, having, as I have been in- 


orm'd, defign'd to make himſelf Maſter of 
the Arabich, whereby he will have the Oppor- 
tunity of converſing and correſponding with 
Perſons of all Ranks: Inſtructions accordingly 


may be ſent him from hence to make himlelf 


known to the Patriarchs of Feruſalem, Antioch, 
and Alexandria; the Patriarch of the Neſto- 


rams, who reſides at Nineveh; and the Patri- 
arch of the Coprs, at Grand. Cairo and to fur- 


niſh them with a ſufficient Number of Copies, 


anſwerable to the Extent of their reſpective 


Patriarchates; and to communicate to thoſe 


pears, as likewiſe to the Archbiſhop of 


we eppe, 


#% * 2 
* 3 FA 


11 
Aleppo, the Intention of the Bene * in 
England, and recommend to them the diſtri- 
buting of the {aid Copies. - Y 
Mx hearty Prayers are, that G60 would 
be pleas'd to incline the Rich and Chari- 
table of this Kingdom, to take ſuch Reſolu- 
tions in this important Affair, as may moſt 
effectually promote dus Honour and Glory, and 
the Good and Welfare of our Fele 


al remain, . Ry 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


Salomon Negri 


1 


1 * 


2 Earl vy a Letter ag the Ras 
Mr. William Ayerſt, Chaplain to bis 


Excellency Sir Robert Sutton, late 
Ambaſſador from his Majeſty 70 the 
Ottoman Porte, dated April 27.1720. 
To a Member of the Society for Pro- 
moting Chriftian Knoz . 5 


31 


8 IR Robert Sutton 1 your 8 ith 
the incloſed Propoſal relating to the Ar. 
bick Teſtament, which he has order'd me to 
tell you, he looks upon as a Thing which may 
do a great deal of Good in the Eaſtern Coun- 
tries; and is of Opinion, that the Turks wall 
not hinder 3 its Nein diſperſed. 
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1 And Learned Dr. Humphrey Pri- 


deaux, Dean of Norwich, 70 bis 
Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, dated _— 20. we re Hom 


My Lens, 


HE, Arabick Language 18 ſpoken not 
only in Arabia, but alſo through all 
Meſopotamia, Erac, Syria, Paleſtine, and Egypt; 


a= from Egypt on all the Northern Coaſts of 


ica, as far as Fes, Morocco, and the Atlantich 
48 
IN Arabia, and all the Northern Coaſts or . 
85 there are not any Chriſtians, except 
ich Slaves as have been taken Captive by 
the Corſairs, to whom an Arabic New Teſta- 
ment can be of no Uſe, che Arabic not be- 
ing their Language. 


— IN Erac, Meſopotamia, Syria, Paleſtine, and | 


t, there are ſtill remaining ſeveral Inha- 
Ftants of the Chriſtian Religion, divided into 
the ſeveral Sects of Neſtorians, Eutychians, Mo- 


75 nothelites, and Melchites, to whom an Arabick 


New Teſtament would be of great Uſe, and 
it would be a Work of great Charity to fur- 


ſh them with it; for there being no Print- 


ing in thoſe Parts, all the Copies that they 
have there of the Bible are in Manuſcript, 


"which being very dear, and private Chriſtians 


being there under the Oppreſſion of Maho- 
metan Governments, very poor, few of them 
1. . have 


CITE 
have wherewith to purchaſe any of thoſe 
Copies; and therefore moſt. of them are 
without the Scriptures, and know no farther 
thereof than what they hear read in their 
publick Aſſemblies. © 5 
Tnar Arabick Verſion of the New Tefta- 
ment, which is publiſhed in the London Po- 
lyglott, is the propereſt for this Purpoſe 3 
but whether there be a Font: .of Arabick 
Letters in England fit for this Work, is more 
than I know, but I think there is not; and 
if ſo, there muſt then be a new Font caſt, 
and new Punchions and Matrices muſt be 
made for it, which will much augment the 
Charge ; but if this Work goes on, and 
there be a Neceſſity for ſuch a new Font, 
Care muſt be had, that the Pattern be 
taken from the faireſt Characters: For thoſe 
that uſe the Arabick Language in the Eaſt, 
are very nice in their Writing ; and thoſe 
Books from our Weſtern Preſſes, which in 
their Types come neareſt to their faireſt 
Writing, are moſt acceptable to them: 
And the Roman Arabick Pſalter being on this 
Account approved by them beyond all 
their Prints, I have therefore herewith ſent 
it to your Grace, to be uſed as there mall 
be Occaſion. 7 


H. Prideaux. 
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Brat of a Letter PO the R e be 

. Samuel Liſle, Fe/lozp of Wadham 
: Peet in Oxford, and ſometime Cha- 
, * to the Honourable Turkey Com- 
| Purdy at Aleppo, dated May 26. 1720. 
To the Secretary of the Praga for 


A EY, N 9 


2 


1 


s, 


| Aving been abſent a Month from CM ae 
- 4 on my Return Home I found your Let- 
ter of the 3d Inſtant, together with a Propo- 


Hl about publiſhing a new. Edition of the 
New Teſtament in Arabic k, of which you in- 


form me, that the Society for Prometing en 5 
Knowledge defire my Opinion. 
Tux Uſefulneſs of tuch a Work will be 
evident from conſidering the great Numbers 
of Chriſtians who uſe this Language, and 
the very mean Tranſlation which is at pre- 
fent in their Hands; ; all which is ſo fully 
ſet out in Mr. Negri's Propoſal, that I have 
nothing to add to it, unleſs, by Way of cor- 


roborating his Evidence, to obſerve to you; 


That as all the Natives of the Turkiſh Em- 
pire, South of M. Amanus, of whatſoever 
Religion or Rite they are, ſpeak the Arabic 


as their Mother Tongue; ſo this Language is 


become ſo univerſal, that even the Greek &ler- 

y themſelves in Syria and Paleſtine, (ſome of 
the Biſhops excepted, who were born and 
R | | 1 educated 


* : * 


[337g - 
educated on the Coaſt of Aſia minor, or in 
Europe) underſtand no other Language, having 
quite loſt the Greek ; ſo that they for the moſt 
Part read the Scripture, and the Offices of the 
Church, in Arabich. And the Chriſtians in 
Aleppo only, are reckon'd to be no leſs than 
Fifteen Thouſand of the Greet Church, be- 
ſide thoſe of other Communions; and in 
every conſiderable City of Sria their Num- 


bers are proportionable. 


Ir being neceſſary therefore that theſe Peo- 
ple ſhould have the Scripture in Arabic, af 
they read it at all; I am very glad that the 
Society have taken it into their Confideration 
to aſſiſt their Chriſtian Brethren in the Per- 
formance of ſo neceſſary a Duty. For, with- 
out ſome ſuch Aſſiſtance, I ſcarce ſee how 
tis poſſible for them to have the Scripture im. 
their Hands. I need not go about to repre- 
ſent the miſerable Circumſtances of the Eaſt- 
ern Chriſtians, and the Weight of the Infidel 
Yoke under which they. groan; the Werld 
already knows their State too well, to need 
any Information from me. It will be ſuffici- 
ent to ſay, that the Poverty of the Chriſtians 
in the Eaſt, and the Difficulty of Procuring 
Copies of the Scriptures. in that Country, 
where Printing is not in Uſe, do both unhap- 
pily concur to keep thoſe People without any 
Knowledge of the Scriptures, but as they now 


and then hear ſome few Portions of them 


read in their Churches. And I will leave you, 

SIR, to judge, what Ignorance, and Corrupti- 
ons, and Superſtitions, are like to follow u 
on ſuch a Want. And theſe Difficulties are 

© ma | really 


[461] 


Aleppo, (a Perſon never to be named without 
Honour) endeavouring to relieve, as much as 


formerly procure a Printing Preſs from Europe, 
Which To erected in his own Houſe, and be- 
gan to print Copies of their Liturgy : But it 
ſoon. appeared that this was a Work of too 
much Expence and Burthen, even for the 
Magnanimity of this extraordinary Perſon to 
ſupport it; inſomuch that he was forced to 
deſiſt from that Undertaking : And as the 
Preſs has lain ftill for ſome Years; fo it 
does not ſeem to me ever likely to be ſet on 
Work again; and the People muſt ever con- 
tue without the Uſe of the Scriptures, un- 
Jeſs they are reliev'd by ſome ſuch Method as 


which, I beſcech Gop to beſtow his Bleſſing. 
1 e ſaid ſo much in another Place about 


I will not add any Thing to it here. 
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really ſo great, that: the preſent Patriarchia ur 


in him lay, theſe Neceſſities of his People, did 


the Method of Executing this Propoſal, that 


Av 


" * N 
PP : 
- 


is now propoſed to the Society; and upon 
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In Extraft of a Letter from the Rooe- © 
rend Mr. Edmund Chithul at Wal- 


2 * , 
1 ” | 


ftham- Stow, ſometime Chaplain to 


the Honourable Turkey Company at 
Smyrna, dated May 28. 1720. To 
a Member of the Society for Promot- 
ing Chriſtian Knowledge. 
S1 R, 1 5 3 
N Anſwer to the Enquiry you are pleaſed 
to make concerning the Subject of Mr, 


* 


Negri's Letter, my Opinion as well as my 


Wiſhes are entirely the ſame with his ; He 
has very truly ſet forth the Numbers df 


Oriental Chriſtians uſing the Arabick Tongue, 
their unhappy Darkneſs for Want of Copies 


of the New Teſtament, and that abſolute 


| Inability they are under, either to print them- 
ſelves, or to purchaſe an Impreſſion elſewhere. 
Ix would therefore be an Act highly wor- 
thy the Care and Piety of the Society, if 


where the Alcoran reigns in Arabick, the Go- 
ſpel, by their Charity, might be ſpread in the 
ſame ng... | 

Tun Method of diſperſing it from Aleppo, 
is very rightly projected by Mr. Negri; and 
as to the Manner of Printing it here, I pre- 
ſume to ſuggeſt no further, than that it be 


done from the moſt approv'd Verſion, upon 


good Paper, with exact Corrections of the 
Preſs, and without any Manner of Preface, 
or Recommendation: which laſt Circumſtance 


is neceſſary for its being received readily by 
the Chriſtians of the EAHt. An 
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Ar Batratt of a Letter hw the Fe- 

derend Mr. George Lewis, who was 

- ſeveral Wears Chaplain to the To- 
nourabie Eaſt-India Company at Fort- 
St. George in the Eaſt-Indies, dated 
July 18. 1720. To the Secretary of 
The Keen, for Promoning Chriftian 


_ Kncoleage. 
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 EING inforn'd that the Society have 
ſome Thoughts of Reprinting the New 
Teftament iri the Arabick Language, and 


being likewiſe deſired to give my Sentiments 


of that Undertaking, in Compliance there- 
with, I think I may affirm for Truth, that 
in the Eaſtern Parts of the Turkiſh Dominions, | 
viz. from Damaſcus in Syria, to the Confines 
of Perſia, there are great Numbers of Chri- 
ſtians, whoſe Native Language is Arabick : 
Many of the Inhabitants of thoſe great Ci- 


ties, Moſul Lor Nineveh], Baghdad [or Baby- 


lon], and Baſſora on the Euphrates, profeſſing 
Chriſtianity, and all ſpeaking Arabick. I may 
likewiſe obſerve, that, in all thoſe Countries, 


the Art of Printing is either not known, or 
elſe not put in Practice; and the Books they 


have being all Manuſcripts muſt conſequently 
be very dear : And therefore the diſtributing - 
a large Quantity of Teſtaments in Arabick 
among thoſe Eaſtern Chriſtians, who are "genes 


rally poor, muſt be a * Peneſit. 


As 


— 


x 


0 


e 

As to the Mahometans, (tho? I cannot promiſe 
much from them) nevertheleſs if ſome Copies 
of this Edition happen to fall into the Hands 
of the Learned among them, they may con- 


ceive better Thoughts of the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion than now they harre. 
Ax I judge this a proper Seaſon to ſet 


this Work on Foot, while Mr. Negri is in 
England, whoſe Skill in the Oriental Lan- 
guages is well known, eſpecially in the Ara- 


bick, which, as a Native of Damaſcus, is his 


Mother Tongue, and of which, having been 
a Profeſſor in Places of Note for a great 


Part of his Life, he muſt be eſteemed a 


compleat Maſter, and therefore no Perſon 
that I know of, fitter to have the Care of 


this Edition, whenever it ſhall be undertaken 


E 
F 
.. | 
La : 
I 
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In Extract of a Letter from the Reve- 


rend Mr. Gennadius, Archimanadrite 


(or Abbot |, Superior of the Convent of 


_ Greeks at Alexandria in Egypt, and 
Chaplain to His Czariſh Majeſty's Re- 
fident and Subjects at London, dated 
October 7. 1720. To a Member of 


the Society for Promoting Chriſtian 


Knowledge, 


t , 


1 HAVE; been informed by a Friend, 


That there are ſeveral worthy Perſons 


of your Acquaintance here in London, who i 
deſign to Print the New Teſtament and 
Pſalter in Arabick, to be diſtributed among 
the Chriſtians who ſpeak that Language in 
the Levant; as your Friends in Germany have 
ſome Years fince printed the New Teſtament 


in the Ancient and Modern Greek, for the 
Benefit of the Grecians. 3 

I can't expreſs to you the Joy which I felt, 
when I heard that ſuch a Deſign was begin- 
IFT 

In Truth, Six, it will be a noble Benefaction 
to all the poor Chriſtians of every Nation, 
that groan under the Oppreſſion of the In- 


a 


Adel Hagarenes, of which I have been an Eye- 
witneſs, having been educated in Egypt, where 


I have been about 20 Years Superior of the 
Convent at Alexandria 


I know 


A” 5 bd 888 * 72 


%. » 
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1 know for certain, That at Grand Cairo, 


and in all the Towns which are under the 
juriſdiction of the Patriarch of Alexandria, 
all the Chriſtians born in that Country ſpeak 


no other Language; and at their Publick 


| Worſhip, they read the Epiſtle and Goſpel, 
and other Parts of Divine Service, in Ara- 


bick; and only Part of it is ſaid in Greek. 


They ſpeak Arabick in all the Countries from 
Egypt through Gaza and Feruſalem, to Nablos 


or Samaria; and in all the Country of Syria, 
as Damaſcus, Tripoly, Mount Lebanon, Beelbeck, 
(or the ancient Heliopolis) Antioch, and all the 
Countrey round, till you come to Euphrates z 


all the Inhabitants of thoſe vaſt Countries 


generally ſpeak: no other Language than the 
„ | 
Tuls makes me believe, that ſuch a Pre- 


* 


ſent cannot fail of being very acceptable, 


conſidering that they have as much need of 


it, as we had of your Charity of the New 
JIeſtament in Greek ; and we think our ſelves 


obliged, every Time we read it, to pray to 


God, that the Benefactors, who preſented us 
with that Edition, may be worthy of his 


. 


Kingdom. „ _— 

I doubt not but the Arabian Chriftians will 
be in the ſame Diſpoſition, when, they ſhall 
receive ſuch a Preſent, as will occaſion to them 


an inexpreſſible Joy; fince it is not in their 


Power to be at the Expence of Buying very 
dear Manuſcripts; nor have they the Privilege 


of the Art of Printing. 


7 


By ·ʃ 


APY S 
S OL Rx 


—_ S 
ore emoges Who voy abou 


— thy «21008 
ob 
© "$6 ion; HCA UL UCL 


0 we 
. 
* — — 


Tt 


Ts 


— ee 


eren 
& 5% — y "ow 
— 


r 
3 


* 

— * 
on ro 4 
— <I> Eras 


— EC 


N 
— $a 
—— 


pw” 


Gr noe ee 
ID. N ; IP —. = 


— 
— 1 — — 


r mar e I 


— 
* 


PEER 


that Gop Almighty would give thoſe 
tlemen abovementioned the Power to execute 
what they have purpoſed, for the Glory of 
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Tursx Things are all fo well known to you, 
that I need fay no more, but only to Pray, 
en- 


our Lord Jgsus ChRISsTH; and that He would 


render us all worthy of his Kingdom. Amen. 


I am entirely at the 8 ervice of 


_ Your Reverence, 
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Archimandrite of Aerandria, &c. 


EX. 
* 


Tranſlated from the Greet by me 
Bart holomem Caſſanno, Nephew 
of the ſaid Archimandrite. 


x} 


8 
-H : 
1 4 y 
2 
22 . 
5 


WI” 


Ly * 
- | : f 5 
: hs & 
NF * 
© * 4 , 
«+ a. 6 bd. 9 * as, E 9 4 < 4 


_ 


1 Lale En PF Rat [=D 3 
_ nourable Dr. Brydges, Archdeacon of 


"0 _ Rocheſter, and ſome time Chaplain to 


the Honourable Turkey Company at 
Aleppo; To the Secretary” of the 


Society for une Chriſtian K now- 
Kaen 


81 Ry 


AM very glad che „ Seals have got 
over the Objection that was ſtarted in 


relation to an Editich of the New. Teſtament 


and Pſalter in Arabick; which, if 1 miſtake 
not, was founded upon a Suggeſtion, that it 
would be of little or no Ule to the Inha- 
bitants of Paleſtine, and thofe Countries for 
whoſe Inſtruction it was chiefly intended, few 
(if any) of the common People being able 


to = Arabick. 


I aſſure yon, S1 R, that whes 1 fivd. in 


| thoſe Parts, there were. publick Schools not 
only at Aleppo, Antioch, Damaſcus, Tripoly, Sidon, 


Jeruſalem, &c. but in moſt of the confider- 
able Villages thereabouts, where Children 
were taught both to read and write Arabict; 
and I don't doubt but there are ſo ſtill: 

B + ä 
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And the earneſt Deſire thoſe poor People 
have expreſſed for a new Edition of the 
Scriptures in their Language, makes me | 
think there would have been no Colour for 
that Objection, if this charitable Deſign had 

taken Effect ſome Years ago. 


Dover - ſtreet, 
Nov. 28. 1720. 
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A Letter from the Reverend Dr. Sa- 
muel Liſle, Fe/loww of Wadham-Col- 
| lege in Oxford. and ſome time Cha- 
„plain to the Honourable Turkey Com- | 
pany at Aleppo; To the Secr 5 of 
the Society for Promoti 18 rde an 
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"HAVE the Honour to concur with Dr. 

Bryages in the Teſtimony he has given 
| $2 the Eſtabliſhment of Schools in 
thoſe Countries, for whoſe Benefit the Edi- 


tion of the New Teftament and Flalter is” 
intended.” 5 
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greater Numbers of Chriſtians in the Eaſt, 


n „KT * * * rr * a * 
0 5 5 
* 6 . 
* 
a g N P 
5 0 
4 ; 
X E 
. ; + 5 ; * p 
Ke oy 5 
4 9 
g 7 = : « 
— 5 
4 
a 5 - * 7 
— * je ks 
: — 1 ” 5 
$ : : " 4 4 7 
4 ' | 5 & 
* * * 1 4 
k . 
* Y * . 1 
* gy 


GOD be praiſed, the Chriſtian Clergy 
in thoſe Parts have not ſo abandoned the 


Care of their Flocks, as not to teach them 7 
to read: And if they ſhould, of themſelves, 
have been diſpoſed to ſo much Negligence 


yet the very Example of the Mahometans, 
who every where take this Care of their 


Youth, would admoniſh them of their Duty 


in this Reſpect: And as the Society very 
well know, that the Tenth Canon of the ſe- 
cond Nicene Synod (which the Greeks eſteem 
as a General Council) declares it to be the 


Duty of {ome of the Clergy to teach Schools, 
telling them, that They received the Office of 


Prieſthood for this Purpoſe: So I aſſure you, 


- as a Matter of my own Knowledge, that in 
all the Cities where I have been able to 


make any Obſervations,” ſome or other of 


the Clergy are appointed to teach Children 


to read; and I have heard the ſame of the 
other Cities where I have never been; which 
I think I have Reaſon to beheve, becauſe 
am ſure Schools are taught even in conſi- 
derable Villages. A 


AN D though (after all) I do not pre- 
{ume to ſay, that Reading is ſo commoR 
in the Eat, as it is in England; yet 1 
think 1 may venture to aſſure the Society, 


that neither they, nor any one elſe, ought 


to have any Doubt that there are vaſtly 


who 


© who are both able a 8 . to read the 
New Teſtament in Arahick, than r will 
9 to tup * with Books. a eee 


St Pers Church- Varl. 
Nen. 29. 1720. ; | 
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PROPOSAL" 
For Printing the | 


New Te ftament and Tſalter 
Mo + 
A R 4 B 1 c K. 


VE SO. H E Seis (at LON DON) x 
70 6 Fl Promoting Chriſtian Knowledge havin 
conſidered the Great Charity and 
EXCEED Uſefulneſs of Printing the New- 
Slog and Pfalter in Arabick, for the Be- 
nefit of the poor Chriſtians of the Eaſtern 
Nations in Paleſtine, Syria, Meſopotamia, Arabia, 
and Fg ypt; out of Gratitude to Gov for 
the meſtimable Happineſs enjoy d by the 
Britiſh Nation, in having the Holy Scriptures 
in common Uſe among them, and for the 
| Regard due to the Poſterity of thoſe, to 
whom the Sacred Oracles were at firft com- 
mitted z have agreed to print the New- 
Teſtament and Pſalter in Arabick, for the Be- 
nefit of the 1 hann as ſoon as 2 
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1269 
all be ed thereunto by the charitable 
Contributions of their Members, and other 
well diſpoſed Perſons: And, in order to it, 


Have defired the Perſons hereafter mentioned, 


to receive ſuch Benefattions as may come te 5 


their Hands for that Purpoſe. 


Bartholoniow | "Beale, Eſq; at Heatboafs) near 
" Ludlow in Shropſhire. 


The Revd Mr. Arthur Bedford, Chaplain at 


Ask*s Hoſpital, London. 
The Bennet, Eſqʒ in 0 baneery-Lane, 
e Revd Mr. Archdeacon Benſon, in Al- 
bemarle- Street. 


i The Revd and Hon. Dr. Bryages, Arch- 


' deacon of Rocheſter, in 
Dover- ſtreet. 
The ReviMe. Denne, Vicar . of St. Lee. 
nuard's Shoreditch. 


Sir Daniel Dalins, Kat, at Hackney. + 


Thomas __ Greene, Eſq; at Kenſe ban. 


"Iſs Reyd Mr, Dean Harris, Clerk of the 


Cloſet to his Royal High- 
neſs the Prince of Wales. 


G5 05 Hoare, Eſq; in Het. ſtreet. 
Rubert Holford, Eſq; in Bedford. rom. 


Edward | Jennings, Eſq; in Little Lin- 
colus-Inn- Fields. 


The Revs I King, Maſter of the Charters TT 


- Houſe. 


The Rev Mr. Kine, at Topſham in Devon. 


ire. 


[29]. 
8 Reva Dr. Liſle, Chaplain to His Grace 
I the Lord Archbiſhop of 


Canterbury. © 
5 Fm Lo viband, Eſq; in Luske 
Lincolns-Inn- Fields. 


The Reys Dr. Mayo, at St. Thowas's- Flo. 
© ſpital in Southwark. 
Jobs | 7+ . eller, BG W n 
. Square. 
The Reva Dr. Pearce, Vicar of St. Mare 
4 tins in the Fields, 
1 Sir John Philippe, Bar* in Bartlett 
= Buildings, Holborn.  _ 
The Revd Mr. Soley, Chaplain to the Ld. _ 
= Biſhop of Wizcheſter. 
The Revd Dr. Stanley, Dean of St. Aſaph, 
=# at Amen Corner. 
Mr. Archdeacon Teniſon, Prebendary of 
| (6 anterbary. 
. Mr. Ei Thomas, Merchant on Tower 
; —— mm, Ta 
William Tillard, Eſq; at B 
Square. 


| The B Revd Dr, Wilkins, Chaplain to His 


Grace the Lord Arche © 


T Biſhop of Canterbury. - 
Robert 5 Witham, Eſq; Treafurer of 

= St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital, | 
9 The Revd Mr. Degenhagen, Chapla: n It 
Ordinary to his Majeſtys 
Gn Chappel. 
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Pe ſc crt ipt. 
26 Moy, 1725. 


H E Society for Promoting Chriſtian 

Knowledge, in Purſuance of the forego- 

ing Propoſal, printed 1721, have collected 

about a thouſand Pound; by which Means, 
they have been enabled to procure 

2 Nx w Fonts of Arabick Types, VIZ. 

ONE from the Polyglott Matrices; 

AxorhER of a letier Sine, called an 

Engliſi- Body, made on Purpole for 

this Service; And 


5250 Plalters printed from a Copy, ſent 


from Aleppo, as approved by the Pa- 
triarch of Antioch; of which. 2025 
were bound, and ſent by the laſt 
Turkey F 88 0 Scanderoon. 


Tun Society are now taking Meaſures for 
putting the New Teſtament into the Preſs, 
as ſoon as a Judgment can be made, what. 
Fund can be depended on; it being neceſſary 
to * off 65 many Copies of the firſt, 2 


of the laſt Sheet, and this is likewiſe to be 
printed from a Copy ſent from Aleppo, ap- 
prov'd by the Patriarch of Antioch. 3 

I Regard, therefore, that this Impreſſion 
is undertaken for furniſhing the Eaſtern 
Chriſtians with the Goſpel, upon the Rea- 
ſons given in the foregoing Letters; and 
that the ſame is approved by both the 
Archbiſhops, and all the other Biſhops of 
the Kingdom, who were at London, when 
their Lordſhips ſign'd the Recommendation 
| hereto prefixed ; it is hoped, ſo Chriſtian a a 
Deſign will not want Encouragement in a 
Proteſtant wealthy Countrey ; and that the 
Giver , of all Good will bountifully reward 
thoſe, who ſhall have any Share in promoting 
a Work ſo much tending to his Glory, and 

the eternal Welfare of our Chriſtian Brethren 
of the Eaſtern Nations. : 
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